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CORONAVIRUS UPDATES 


Oregon: The state reported nine new presumptive cases 
of the novel coronavirus, bringing the number of known 
COVID-19 patients in the state to 30. Six of the reported 
cases were in a Linn County veterans’ home. 


Washington: The death toll reached at least 31, with the 
statewide total of infected patients topping 450. 


Wall Street: The escalating crisis sent stocks to their worst 
losses since the Black Monday crash of 1987, despite efforts 
by the Federal Reserve to bolster confidence. 


United States: Millions of people settled into new and 
disrupted routines Thursday as the coronavirus began to 
uproot almost every facet of American life, as the spate of 
cancellations drove home the gravity of the outbreak. 


Worldwide: The coronavirus reached directly into the 
world’s centers of power, with politicians in Canada, Bra- 
zil, Spain and elsewhere either testing positive or putting 
themselves into self-quarantine. A Brazil presidential aide 
who tested positive had recently met with U.S. President 
Donald Trump. Trump says he will not be tested. 


Sports: The list of sports that remain unaffected would be 
much shorter. Officials announced delayed or canceled sea- 
sons for the NBA, MLB, NHL, MLS, NCAA and high schools 
across the state. 


Schools: Tigard-Tualatin, Lake Oswego and Ashland 
became the first large school districts to cancel classes. 
More are sure to follow, as the Portland teachers’ union on 
Thursday called for the state’s largest district to announce 
school closures. In Washington, Gov. Jay Inslee ordered all 
public and private K-12 schools in King, Pierce and Sno- 
homish counties to close for six weeks. 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


State prepares 
for virus spread 
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Gov. Kate Brown, Mayor Ted Wheeler and other state and local officials held a press conference Thursday morning in Port- 
land to talk about coronavirus plans and protocols. Beth Nakamura, staff 


Officials announce new measures, potential for thousands of cases 


Hillary Borrud The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said Thursday 
morning that the state should be prepared 
for thousands of cases of COVID-19 as coro- 
navirus continues to spread throughout the 
state. 

“My first order of business is to protect 
the health of Oregonians,” Brown said ina 
press conference in Portland. Second, she 
said, is helping businesses across the state 
of Oregon and she is bringing together busi- 
ness leaders to determine how to do so. 

Late Wednesday night, Brown’s adminis- 
tration announced a statewide ban on gath- 
erings of more than 250 people. The gover- 
nor clarified Thursday that only applies 
to organized events, not places “such as 
stores, shopping centers or schools.” 


Schools are not covered by the ban but 
large meetings, assemblies and competitive 
events such as athletics must stop and sick 
students and employees should stay home, 
the governor said. 

Dr. Jennifer Vines, lead health officer 
for Multnomah, Clackamas and Washing- 
ton counties, said health and elected offi- 
cials face an ongoing challenge in deciding 
how far to take social distancing policies, 
including the question of whether to close 
schools. 

“T have no illusions about the bitter pill 
this is to swallow for our communities,” 
Vines said at the press conference. 


SEE CORONAVIRUS, A8 


To our readers 


Because of new restrictions on 
events in Oregon, many of the 
listings in Friday’s A&E, which 
is printed in advance, are out- 
dated. Readers should check 
with organizers to determine 

if scheduled events will still 
occur in light of coronavirus 
concerns. 


Inside: From the Shamrock 
Run to readings at Powell’s, 
events and businesses are tak- 
ing precautions. More on A8. 


A&E 


These restaurants 
are a Real Deal 


Even if you’re on a budget, you can dine well 
in Portland. Start with our annual list of the 
area’s best inexpensive bites. A&E12 
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SPORTS 


Our last look at an 
amazing UO team 


Canzano applauds the sports world for 
shutting nearly everything down, but he 
feels especially bad for Ionescu and UO. B7 


WORLD 


U.S. strikes militia 
backed by Iran 


Airstrikes target a militia believed 
responsible for an attack that killed 
American and British troops in Iraq. A13 
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